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further Obſervations, Ec. 


GR N a Letter, addreſſed to a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, dated London, 
DE December 31, 1750. and pub- 
liched immediately after; having 
taken Notice of the Inefficacy 
be Laws in being to prevent the per- 
Nous Practices of ſtealing, and buying and 
ing of ſtolen Goods, particularly of 
Wd, Icon, Cc. and therein endeavoured 
point out the Reaſons of ſuch Ineffi- 
and propoled a Law in being (vis. 
Ad of the Fiftecnth of Charles the 
ad, Chap. 2. intituled, An Ac for the 
Wmbment of unlawful cutting, or ſtealing, 
Wi oiling of Wood and Underwood, and De- 
yers of young Timber Trees) as a Preces 

Wi, humbly conceived proper to be followed; 
offered Reaſons why a Law, founded upon 
Fla Plan, is more likely to obtain the de- 
Effect, and pretty tully tranſcribed the 
EZ lame: 
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ſame: It is (a) obſerved; that a new and mote 
effectual Law became abſolutely neceſſary 
and (5), that it would be proper, in ſuch Law 
to point out explicitly particular Circum 
ſtances to be obſcrved by the Buyers, that mig 
oblige them to make ſtrict Enquiry in whon 
the Property is, of the Goods offered to Sale 
And having therein endeavoured to obviat 
ſuch Objections as might be made to the Pl: 
propoſed, and (c) taken Notice of the Diſce 
verics made of enormous Thefts committee 
on the River Thames, with the aſtoniſbig 
Combination between the Thieves and R 
ceivers, to the great Loſs and Injury, not o 
of many eminent, honeſt, and fair Trade | 
but, as was juſtly apprehended, to the public 
Revenue alſo; I proceed now to make lug 
further Obſervations as have occurred ſing 
the Publication of that Letter, as addition 
Arguments of the Expediency of ſuch a Law 
Upon the Diſcovery of the befote- mei; 
tioned Thefts, a large Subſcription was nag 
by the Merchants of London, and others, UW 
the Amount of 1100/7. and upwards, for cal 
rying on Proſecutions againſt the Offender 
And although the Spirit for bringing to Juli 
ſuch a notorious Neſt of Thieves and 
ceivers, as were then combined together, | 
remarkably great and commendabic ; any 


(a) Page 27. (6) Page 28, & 29. (c) Page Wl 
& 32. 1 0 
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hough many were then impeached or in- 
prmed againſt, and ſeveral proſecuted, yet, 
tom the Danger which attended the Appre- 
ending, the Difficulties of convicting, Delay 
Trials, and the Neceſſity of making ſome 
them Evidence, this Subſcription does not 
ppear to have anſwered the End propoſed by 
to fully as could have been wiſhed, as but 
ty of the Receivers (the chief Cauſe and Sup- 

of the Evil) were convicted, in Proportion 
pthe Expence and Number informed againſt ; 
d ſeveral, both Thieves and Receivers, have 
ſaped, or not been brought to Juſtice ; who, 
Wough obliged to abſcond for a Time, may 
dbably have returned, and fallen into their 
Wincr- Courſes, that Fund being exhauſted 
Which was raiſed for their Proſecutions: And 
Wtwithſtanding this large Subſcription, many 
liiduals have been put to great Charge, who 
tides that, and the Loſs of their Time, have 
n run the Riſque of their Lives. A re- 
able Inſtance of this Kind having fallen 
aia my own Knowlege, I think it not amiſs 
elate ſome Particulars of it, and to give a 
py of the Information taken on that Occa- 
Wn, as from thence may be ſhewn (in a ſtrong 
Wd iriking Light) the ſtrict Connexion be- 
ir the Thief and the Receiver, and the great 
Wconveniencics and Diſcouragement the civil 
rer is ſubject to in the legal Diſcharge of 
ge | Duty, 
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ported for Fourteen Years; and that 
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This Perſon being in the Office of Hig 
Conſtable, and willing to diſcharge his Dut 
with Zeal and Diligence, in the Night-time 
about Twelve or One a Clock, apprehendee 
T wo ſuſpicious Perſons with Bundles on thei 
Heads; in which, upon Search, he found ſeve 
ral Pieces of a broken Bell; and was afterward 
obliged (on the Diſcovery made by On 
ot them) to proſecute Three Thieves ant 
Two Receivers; the Conſequence was (bf 
ſides the Loſs of his Time, and the Hazard of 
his Life), he was put to the actual Expence of 
Sixty four Pounds, and upwards, and charge 
with a Bill of Seventy-four Pounds more. 

Here follows a Copy of the Information 
which is divided into Two Parts, the better tl 
ſhew the diſtin Offences of each Receive 
And it may be proper to obſerve, that 70% 
Pearſon, to whom the Firſt Part of the 1 
tormation relates, was convicted, and tran 


the other Receiver, not being tried in the Lil 
time of Garret the Evidence (who was kei 
in Goal about Ten Months), was in coutſe dif 
charged without Trial, | 


65) 


Copy of that Part of the Information 
relating to Pearſon ; taken the 23d of 
Auguſt, 1750. 


Kent. HIS Informant Robert Gar- 
„To wit, ret, of the Pariſh of Saint 
Paul, Deptford, in the ſaid County, La- 
bourer, maketh Oath, That he has known, 
and for ſeveral Years been acquainted with, 
one Thomas Mathews; and that, about 
= Criſtmeſs laſt, he became more intimately 
= icquainted with him: And then the ſaid 
= Thomas Mathews took an Opportunity, 
= when they were together, to tell this In- 

formant, that he believed he wanted a little 
; Money as well as himſelf ; and that, if the 
2 laformant had a Mind to engage, he could 
19 (1! him of a Copper that was eaſily to be 

carried away; and that he knew a Man that 
vould buy it of them, with whom he had 
ud Dealings before. That the ſaid Tho- 
= ns Matihews, almoſt every time he met 
WT this Informant afterwards, perſuaded him to 
de concerned in the taking away the ſaid 
Copper; till at length this Informant was 


oncerned in the ſtealing the ſaid Copper; 


neſent at the ſame time, agreed to be con- 
WT cerned in it likewiſe, And accordingly 
ais Informant, and the ſaid Adam 1 
5 N 6 

= * dall, 


nd that one Adam Lumſdall, who was alſo 


WT prevailed on by him, and promiſed to be 
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* dall, went to a Place called the Upper 
ter Gate, in the Pariſh of Saint Nichol; 
* Deptford, between Nine and Ten a Cloc 
at Night, ſome time in the Month of F, 
* bruary laſt (the ſaid Thomas Mathe: 
© going out before them in order to prepare 
* Boat); and about Twelve a Clock they 
Three got into the Boat at the Upper Watt 
< Gate aforeſaid, and rowed from thence t 
* the Lower Moorings againſt the Low! 
Hater Gate, in the ſaid Pariſh of Su 
* Nicholas, Deptford, and County of Ken 
© and then the ſaid Thomas Matheus: 
Adam Lumſdall got out of the Boat into 
Ship which lay there at Moorings (this! 
* formant continuing in the Boat), and | 
* down a ſquare Copper, with an Iron B 
* thereon, out of the ſaid Ship into the Bo 
© and then they rowed back to the C 
Mater Gate with the Copper, and there th 
* landed it; and from thence. carried it 
one John Pearſon's Houſe, who lives 
King Street, in Saint Nicholas, Deptforfi 
< aforclaid, but a ſmall Diſtance from 1M 
Water Side. That they went in at a Bali 
Door, which was only upon the Latch, ai 
* which, the ſaid Thomas Matthews inform 
this Deponear, was left ſo on Purpoſe ti 
the Copper might be the more convenienqq; 
brought in; and that they leſt the Coppil 
« in: a Shed in the Yard belonging ” i 
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Dwelling-houſe of the ſaid John Pear ſom, 
wherein he keeps his Rags, and then went 
way 3 and about Six o' Clock in the Morn- 
ing the ſaid Thomas Mathews and Adam 
Lum ſaall (as they informed this Deponent) 
vent to the (aid Pearſon's Houle again, who 
pad them Two Guincas and Two Shillings, 
in Part of what he was to give for the Cop- 
yer, as they alfo informed this Deponeat, 
And this Deponent further ſaith, that be- 
tween Six and Seven o Clock the following 


o the ſaid Pear/or's, and there he paid them 
Ine Guinea more; and at the ſame time 
Pearſon told this Informant, that he had 
ud the other Two; vis. Mathews and 
lumſdall, Two Pounds Four Shillings in 
e Morning; and then the faid Mathews 
ulled out Two Guineas and Two Shillings, 
wich, with the Guinca he paid laſt, was 
Wally divided between all Three of them, 
Wn Pearſor's Parlour, and in his Preſence; 
aud at the ſame time Pearſon ſent out for a 
bam for them. And this Informant fur- 
er faith, that about Nine o' Clock the ſame 
lorning that the ſaid Matheus and Lumſ* 
Wal! received the Two Guineas and Two 
Whiillings, as aforcſaid, this Deponent went 
oon to the faid Pearſon's Houle to enquire 
ter the Money, and found that the ſaid 

Mathews and Lumſdall had been there be- 
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Night, they all Three went down together 
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fore him; and then the ſaid Pearſon a8 
this Informant, from whence they had oc 
© the ſaid Copper? Who told him (viz. Pe 
*. ſon), that they had ſtolen it from out a Shi 
at the Lower Water Gate; at which 
© ſmiled, but ſaid nothing. And this Info 
mant further faith, that when they were a 
© Three together at Pearſon's, at the time 
paid them the laſt Guinea (as before-me 
© tioned), the ſaid Pearſon informed the 
© that he had not then got one Piece of t. 
Copper in the Houſe, for that he had cut 
* up, and ſent it all away. And this Dey 
nent further faith, that the ſaid Copper, 
this Deponent believes, weighed upwards 
a Hundred Weightz but he knows 
© whole Property it was. And further tl 
Deponent faith, that ſome time after ti 
Informant, and the ſaid Adam Lun/ad 
© went to the ſaid Pear ſon's Houſe, where th 
* ſaw him, and told him, that they were goilf 
out to ſee if they could get a Copper, M 
© Sails, or ſomething elſe for him; and tal 
* him to leave the Back-Door on the Lat; 
© that they might the more readily get into 
© Yard what they ſhould happen to bring; al 
that he promiſed them, he would leave 
© Door on the Latch according to thcir 
* queſt: And about an Hour afterwards, ti 
* Deponent, the ſaid Thomas Mathews, a 
Adam Lumſdail, went out together s 
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boat from Deprford to Greenwich, where 
his Informant went on Board a Cutter, then 
ying off Greentuich Hoſpital, in the Pariſh 
of Zaſt Greenwich, in the ſaid County of 
Kent, and (ſtole thercout Three or Four Sails, 
nd put them into the Boat where Mathews 
nd Lumſdall were, who reccived them; 
md then they all Three came back to the 
Upper Water Gate, at Deptford atoreſaid, 
nd from thence carried the ſaid Sails into 
the ſaid Pearſon's Yard, by the Back Way, 
bout Eleven o' Clock at Night, the Door 
xing left on the Latch according to his 
fromiſe : And next Morning they all Three, 
t Pearſon's Requeſt, carried the ſaid Sails 
mo his Garret; and that the ſaid Pearſon 
we them One Guinea for the ſame, which 
vis equally divided between them; but this 
heponent knows not whoſe Property they 
dere. And this Informant further faith, 
me little time after, they. all Three went to 
e ſaid Pearſon's one Afternoon, and told 
in to leave the Back-Door upon the Latch, 
Wir that they were going to ſteal a Copper 
im the other Side of the Water; and he 
tomiſed to leave the Door on the Latch, ac- 
ording to their Requeſt : And about Eleven 
= Clock at Night this Informant, the ſaid 
Wathews, and Lumſdall, went together in 
boat from a Place called George Stars, 
WW Grove Street, Deptford, to a Yard called 
3e Lime Kiln 7ard, at or near Limehouſe 
C Hole, 
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Hole, in the Pariſh of Saint Ann, Link 2 


* houſe, in the County of Middleſex, and H 
* longing to one Mr. Graves, as this Dep 
nent has been lately informed; and the! 
* they all Three went aſhore, and ſtole out WW | 
the {aid Yard a Copper Kettle, uſed for boilih ; 
© Pitch, ec. which was then half. full of Roi 
© and that they brought the ſame to the ! 
* Water Gate aforeſaid, and from thence ti 
carried it by the Back Way, as beforem 
* tioned, to the ſaid Pearſon's (the Back. D n 
being left on the Latch as Pearſon had pi 
0 miſed), and put it into his Rag Shed, N 
* tween Twelve and One of Clock: And thi 
© they immediately went all Three to ſte n 
© Bell (which they had fixed their Mind on . 
© above a Week before) out of a Ship ti 
© lying on the Ways, and adjoining to be 
* Buxton's Dock Yard, in the ſaid Pariſh N 
© Saint Nicholas, Deptford, and County os. 
© Kent, and there this Informant and Lu 0; 
* dall went into the Ship, and ſtolc the BUM bo: 
and handed it to Mathews, who contini do 
* in the Boat; and then they brought WM (| 
© ſame away, and left it in Pearſon's Shed, Shi 
the Copper they had juſt betore ſtolen did 
being now about Two a Clock in the Mg dhe 
© ing. And about Two Days afterwards te 
all Three went to the ſaid Pearſon's, Witare 
* weighed the ſaid laſt- mentioned Copper Witte 
* Bell in his Back Room; the Copper weiß And 
ing about Fifty · ſix Pounds, for which he cat 
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them T wenty-cight Shillings, being aſter the 
ute of Six Pence per Pound; and for the 
gell they received Seventeen Shillings and 
Four Pence, being after the Rate of Four 
'Pence per Pound; but this Informant does 
not exactly remember the Weight of the 
Bell, but thinks it was about Fifty-two 
pounds Weight; which Money was all 
equally divided between them. And further 
this Informant ſaith, that ſome time after 
this Informant, the ſaid Mathews, and 
Lumſdall, went to Pearſon's, and gave him 
Notice to leave his Door on the Latch again, 
for that they were going to ſteal a Ship's Bell; 
uud accordingly they all Three went to the 
Great Wet Dock, in the Pariſh of Sazur Mary 
 Retherbithe, in the County of Surry, and 
between Eleven and Twelve o' Clock ar 
Night, this Informant and Lumſaall got 
'over the Wall, and left Matheus on tae 
Vutſide to watch; that they then went on 
board a New England built Ship in the 
Dock, called the Duke of Bedford, and 
[ole thereout the Bell belonging to the ſaid 
Mip, and carried the ſame, as before, to the 
aid Pearſon's, which they put into his Rag 
died; and the next Day they all Three went 
o Pearſon's, who weighed the ſaid Bell, and 
ave them Thirty- ſeven Shillings for it, being 
ater the Rate of Four — per Sad: 
And at this Time the faid Pearſon told them, 
lat hereafter they ſhould break the Bells, 
3 and 
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and not bring them whole; for that, whe 
they were broke, they might be carried in : 


Bag in a ſnugger and ſafer Manner, and ne f C 
be ſo liable to Suſpicion as when who 
And then the ſaid Pear/on told them, H 
would learn them how to break the Bei ui 
and accordingly he took them all down ini y! 
the Cellar, and ſtuffed ſome Rags mn ff 
Bell to damp the Sound; and then with WWF 51 
Maul ſtruck the Bell on the Inſide of Ha 
Rim, which broke it into Pieces. And aſii if 
this, this Informant being ill, and not cari ma 
to go out on Nights, left off theſe Practiꝙ it 
for about Two Months; and then, gro ee 
ing better, this Informant took on agaii bu 
And then this Deponent, the ſaid Mather 
and Lumſdall, went to the ſaid Pearſoi lo. 
and told him to leave the Back Door on it Har 
Latch, as uſual, for that they were going WW: 
ſteal a Bell. He told them, that they (hou the: 
take care, and break it as he had ſhe Ty 
them. They then replied, that they had 0 t. 
thing to break it with: And thercup An 
Pearſon told them, he would lend then N. 
Maul tor that Purpoſe: And about en 
O Clock at Night this Informant went to to { 
ſaid Pearfon's Houſe, and Pear/on lent Hi a 
a Maul, as he had promiſed; and alſo ger 
him ſome Rags to put into the Bell to pl . 
vent the Sound of ir when they broke iter 
And about Twelve o Clock at Night the Md 
Mathews, Lumſdall, and this Informaff ale: 


© we 


( 13 ) 


went to Mr. Elias Bird's Dock Yard, in the 
aid Pariſh of Saint Mary, Rotherithe, and 
County of Surry, and ſtole a Bell from out 
; Ship lying in the Dry Dock in the ſaid 
Yard, which they carried to Pearſon's, as 


uſual, and put it into the Rag Shed, for 


which Pear/oz paid them the next Day: But 
this Informant cannot remember the exact 


zum. And this Informant further ſaith, 


hat, about a Fortnighr before they ſtole the 
aft Bell, the ſaid Pearſon told this Infor- 
nant, Mathews, and Lumſdall, being then 
together at Pearſon's Houſe, that he could 
kelp them to a good Chance, if they could 
but get it off: And then he informed them, 
hat chere was a large Copper, with Two 
Rooms in it, lying in a Yard on the Left— 
Hand Side of the Street as you go to Lon- 
n; and, the better to deſcribe the Yard to 
hem, he told them it was next adjoining to 
public Houſe, called the VMarren Galley, 
o the beſt of this Informant's Remembrance. 
And ſoon aſter this Intelligence, the faid 
Mathews, Lumſdall, and this Informant, 
vent to view the Copper in the Day: time, 
to ſee if they thought they could bring 
t away without furrher Alliſtance; ; and, 
iter ſuch View, they reſolved to try at 
t: And accordingly, Two or Three Nights 
iterwards, they all Three went to the 
ad Yard (which this Deponent has been 
nformed did belong to one Mr. Greville 


and 
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and Company, and lies in the Par 
of Saint Mary, Rotherhithe, aforcſiid 
and, after Trial, they found it too hes 
for them Three only to carry off; ſo th 
they were obliged to deſiſt for the pteſen 


Upon which Mathews ſaid, that he cou 
get his Landlord to aſſiſt them; and accori 
ingly, about a Fortnight attcrwards, the (all 
Mathews, Lumſdall, this Deponent, ail" 
one Thomas Walter (the ſaid Mathey 0 
Landlord, and who then kept a little Ho I 
on Greenwich Road, near to the Tanne jo 
Yard there), went to the ſaid Mr. Gre e 
and Company's Yard after Twelve o'Clo@ ® 
at Night on a Sunday, and ſtole from then l 
the ſaid Copper, which Pearſon had if 
formed them of, as before- mentione © 
Lumſdall being obliged to break open H 
Yard Gate before they could get it out. F. 
thence they carried it to their Boat, wh 
they had left at Globe Stairs; and from tea K 
to the Upper Water Gate, at Deptford atot la 
ſaid s and from thence, by the Back W he 
aforeſaid, to Perſon's Back-Gate, which \ the 
left upon the Latch as uſual ; but the Coy > 
being very large and heavy, and thc Dol 1 
Way, as they thought, ſcarce wide cnou! Ho 
to receive it, this Informant went ini 62! 
Pearſon's Back Yard, and called him to e 
up and help them in with it, which he ln 
cordingly did; and, after much ado, the) 3 

bay 


length got it into Pearſon's Yard, and ende 
| 5 | © your 
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wured to get it into his Cellar, but could 
not, the Copper being too large; ſo that 
they were obliged to take it, for the preſent, 
into his Waſh- houſe, where the ſaid Pearſon 
cut it aſunder, having firſt ſtuffed it with 
Rags to prevent its ringing; and, after it 
was ſo cut, they carricd-it into the Cellar, 
where the ſaid Mathews, Lumſdall, and this 
Deponent, aſſiſted Pearſon the greateſt Part 
of the next Day, being Monday, in cutting 
t into {mall Pieces; and then the ſaid Pear- 
ſon weighed all the Pieces (except the Two 
Cocks) which belonged to the ſaid Copper, 
and gave them Eight Pounds One Shilling for 
the ſame, which was cqually divided between 
all the Four; Mathews taking upon him to 
receive Thomas Walter, his Landlord's, 
Part: And Pearſon told them, that he 
hould be buſy that Night, being Monday, 
in getting it off; but, it they would come 
the next, being Tueſday, that they would 
tave a Drink together. But this Informant 
heard before in the Afternoon, that one of 
the Cocks of the Copper was found at Pear- 
ſon's; and that he was gone off on that Ac- 
count. This Informant went to Pear/forn's 
Houſe accordingly, and found that he was 
zone off, as he had been told : But this De- 
ponent ſaith, that he hath ſeen Pearſon 
Ince, who to'd this Informant, that, when 
the Conſtable ſearched his Houſe for the laſt 
Copper, he was obliged to hide himſelf up 


the 


(616 


* the Chimney to prevent being taken. Au © 
this Informant further ſaith, that, after tie | 
had ſtolen the Sails out of the Cutter oppaf b 
© ſite to Greenwirh Hoſpital, as has been h 
* fore (ct forth, this Informant, Mathews, an 
* Lumſaall, ſtole a Gib and Main: ſail out & K 
* a ſmall Veſſel then lying aground above “ 
* Lower Water Gate, in Saint Nich 
. Deptford, aforeſaid, which this Deponedf lh 
has ſince been informed belonged to one 7M 0 
* nathan Oliver, which they carried away 0 
* Pea#ſon's, as before- mentioned; but, aff 0 
having given him any Notice of it, the Do i 
* was not left on the Latch, as it uſually uſ * 
© to be; ſo that they were obliged to thro" 
them over the Wall, and put them into . 
Rag Shed: And in the Morning he ga 00 
* them Seven Shillings and Six Pence in PAM 
* of Payment, and promiſed to give the Ix 
© ſome mote; and then they aſſiſted him la 
get them up into his Garret, 7 
Copy of that Part of the Informatik, 

relating to —— ; taken the 23d WF! 

Auguſt, 1750. Uy 

* And the Deponent further faith, th * 
* ſometime after this (i. e. after ſtealing 1 11 
arge Copper from Mr. Greville and Co. 14 Ing 
* as before-mentioned) ſaid Mathews, Lu, bat 
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AN 


dall, and this Deponent, went to » 
Meſts Yard, in the Pariſh of Saint Nc 
las, Deptford, atoreſaid, in the ſaid Con 


of Kent, where this Informant and 4 
c 
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a ſtole the Bell belonging to the Yard, 
WS whilſt Mathews kept Watch: And Pearſon 
being now obliged to abſcond, on account 
of the laſt Copper, they carried this Bell, 
ich they ſtole from Mr. Meſt's Yard, as 
fforeſaid, to one ——>——— (whom Ma- 
thews had before been with to ſpeak to 
him about buying the Bell, as he informed 
this Deponent, and whom Mathews told 
this Informant that he had dealt with before 
for Things in this Way), and put it into 
the faid —— ——*'$ Yard ; and then, it being 
about Twelve o Clock at Night, Mathews 
pd at the ſaid ——'s Chamber-Window, 

hüt this Informant and Lumſdall kept off 

WT it a {mall Diſtance, who immediately came 


ad paid him for it Eleven Shillings and 
ix Pence. And this Deponent further ſaith, 


(all went to the ſaid ——— and asked him 
I Mathews had not been there the Night 
&fore with a Bell? to which he replied, that 
ic had. They then asked him if he wanted 
ay more things of that Sort; he anſwered, 
s many as they would bring; but that he 
yould not give any more than Two Pence 
lalfpeny or Three Pence a Pound for them: 
and told them, at the ſame time, if they 
ould bring him any Copper or Iron, it 
would do for him as well. Accordingly 
Ws Informant, Mathews, and Lumſ4all, 

2"; D went 


down, as Mathews informed this Deponent, 


lat the next Day this Informant and Lumſ- 
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© (which this Informant believes to be t 
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618) 
* went out that Night, and ſtole Two (mn: 
* Anchors from off the Red Houſe 1}; 


* Property of one William Perkins), ſituate 
© Saint Paul, Deptford, in the ſaid County 
« Kent; and One ſmall Anchor from 
board a Lighter lying above the Red Hy 
and carried all the Three Anchors to the { 
© ——e — after One o'Clock, who receiy 
* them into his Dwelling-houſe, and weigh 
them, and paid for them immediately; 
the exact Sum this Informant cannot remet 
bet: That the ſaid ——— asked them, 
the ſame time, where they got them? 1 
* faid, he hoped that they did not get the 
near his Home; pointing towards, and me 
* tioning, ſome Smith's Shop near — 
—— ; to Which he was anſwerg 
No: But that they had ſtolen Two of the 
* from the Red Houſe Wharf, and One 
them from out of a Lighter, as before- me 
mentioned; at which he appeared very v 
* fatisfied. And this Informant further fai 
that they acquainted him, at the ſame tin 
that they knew where to (teal a little Copy 
which was ſet in an Iron Hearth, but co 
not convenicntly get it away without {0 
Inſtrument of Force; upon which the {; 
promiſed, and accordingly did, 

next Day, make them an lron Crow for t 
Purpoſe; and at Night the ſaid Li 


and this Informant went on board a N 
; » . ( f 
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Ship, then lying off Limehouſe Bridge Dock, | ＋ 
in the Pariſh of Saint Ann, Limehouſe, — 104 
fore ſaid, and ſtole out of the ſaid Ship, be: my 
tween Eleven and Twelve o'Clock at Night, b | 


1 {mall Copper; which, by the help of the \ 
Crow, they forced away, and put it on » oy 
hoard their Boat, where Mathews kept 160 
whilſt they were ſtealing it; and from thence 4. 
they all Three brought it to the ſaid ————'$ 1 
bout One o Clock, and put it down into his (fil 
Cellar; and that he gave them Twenty-three 'Þ [11 
Hillings for it the next Morning: But en- 
quired of them when they brought it, from 
whence they had got it? and they then told 
tim,that they had ſtolen it in Manner as before 
k forth. And this Deponant further ſaith, 
that, about Six Weeks ago, to the Beſt of 
lis Remembrance, this Informant and Lumy- 
uu told the ſaid ———— that they could get 
nother Copper for him; to which he told 
em, to call him up when they brought it ; 
br he was al ways ready for them. Accord- 
ugly, the ſame Night, this Informant and 
Iumſdall went on board the Royal Dake, 
n Eaſt.- India Ship, then lying in Mr. Wells 
yet Dock, in the Pariſh of St. Paul, Dept- 
jord, aforeſaid, in the ſaid County of Kent, 
nd ſtole thereout a Copper Pitch-Kcttle, 
ich hung up in the Force caſtle, which 
licy alſo carried to ———'s about One or 
Ivo o Clock, who, upon rapping at his 
Vindow, got up and took the Copper into 
D 2 | © his 


— — 
— 

lf 
| * 


9 Limohouſe Bridge Dock Yard, in the Par 
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© his Dwelling-houſe; and the next Mornig 
they went to ſce it weighed, and found 
© cut into ſmall Pieces, which he weighed, an 
ſaid it amounted to 47 lb. for which he g 
them Twenty - three Shillings and Six Penc 
And this Informant further ſaith, that, abo 
a Month ago, this Informant and Luna 
went to the ſaid Mr. Weſt's Yard, in Saint! 
cholas, Deptford, aforeſaid, and ſtole fro 
out of a Ship, which had come from). 
maica, and then lay in the Dry Dock the 
* the Bell belonging to the ſaid Ship; but, 
c they were upon the Water, with the Bell 
their Boat, being purſued by ſome Cuſto 
* houſe Officers, and afraid of being take 
© they were obliged to throw the Bell out 
© board, to prevent a Diſcovery. And this 

* ponent further ſaith, that, on Twe/day Ni 
* laſt, this Informant and Tumſdal went 
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of Saint Ann, Limehouſe, aforeſaid, 
went on board a Ship lying at the Head 
the Dock, and ſtole thereout the Bell 
longing to the ſaid Ship, which they brou 
away in a Boat, and landed it at a priv 
Stairs ncar the Dog and Duck, and aſt 
wards carried it into the Fields, where t 
concealed it in a Ditch; and laſt Ni2 
about Eleven or Twelve o'Clock, they br 

the ſaid Bell into Pieces in the Field; Patt 
which they put into a Bag, which Lumſe 
carried, and the other Part they put uy 
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| Pair of Trowſers of Lumſclalls, which this 
Informant carried. And this Deponent faith 

that, between Twelye and One o Clock laſf 
Night, as they were carrying the ſaid Bell 
(0 broken into Pieces, as aforeſaid, they 
were ſtopped by the Conſtables of Deptford, 
' who opened the Bag and Trowſers ; and 
upon finding the Pieces of Bell, as aforc- 
(aid, apprehended and ſecured this Informant 
and the ſaid Lumſdall. And this Deponent 
further ſaith, that the ſaid Mathews and 
| Lumſdall uſaally went out in the Day- time 
o ſee if they could fix on any thing to carry 
way in the Night; and then uſed to come 
to this Informant generally and acquaint him 
with it. And this Deponent ſaith, that he 
' never was concerned or engaged in any other 
kelony or Robbery, with any ; Perſon or Per- 


' ons whatſoever, than what is before ſet 
forth. ; 


As from hence the Buyers and Receivers of 
den Goods plainly appear, and are alſo uni- 
erfally ackowledged to be, the principal 
Lauſe of the Commiſſion of Felonies, and as 
ley are ſo ſecured from Puniſhment by the va- 


rc t Nous Difficulties attending their Conviction, as 

Nigg ee Law now flands; it ſeems neceſlary to try 
y biq ; by any other Means, this great and increaſ- 
Patches Evil can be remedied. 


At preſent the Buyers and Receivers are only 
Þ be puniſhed on Conviction of buy ing or re- 


ceiving, 
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more particularly in and about London, tot 
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ceiving. KNOWING THE GOODS TO BE $ToLty 
the Difficulties of which has been mentions. 
before. 

Now if the Receivers were made origin; 
Offenders, and puniſhable (in the ſame Me 
ner as, and independent of the Convidtion of 
the Thief) for buying or receiving ſtglc 
Goods, when under ſtrong Circumſtances o 
Suſpicion, they would, of courle, beco 
more cautious, and make ſuch Enquirie; 
every honeſt Man ought to do. 

And if the Diſcovery of the Receiver, 
well as that of the Thief, was rendered mot 
practicable, and the Conviction caly (in a ſun 
mary Way), and the Puniſhment made mo 
moderate, there is great Reaſon to believe ſug 
a Law would much better anſwer the deſirg 
End; as it would be not only more convenie 
and leſs expenſive to the Perſon robbed, b 
probably be productive of great Good to th 
Public; being the more likely Means to redre 
the Evil, and reform the Criminal; who m 
be thereby ſaved from Ruin, and perhaps re 
dered a future uſeful Member of Socicty. 

Before I quit this Subject, I mult beg Lea 
to mention one thing more, to ſhew the N 
ceſſity of the Law propoſed. Alt is the not 
rious Practice of pilfering by Labourers in! 
neral, and often by Journey men employ ed 
the Maſter Tradeſmen in the Building-Buſine 


great lajury either of the Owners of the Bu- 
in 
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225, or of the Maſter Workmen, when new 
uildings are erecting, or old ones repaiting, 
tering, or pulling down, which (without the 
later s conſtant Preſence) it is abſolutely im- 
pſlible for them to prevent. 

This indeed, as it is moſt remarkably pre- 
ailing, ſo it is moſt difficult to prevent, in the 
Pumber's Trade; Lead and Solder (from the 
ile wherewith the Form may be changed, and 
ereby the Identity of them rendered impoſ- 
ble to be proved) being with the greateſt 
ety diſpoſed of. 

As to the Fact of pilfering by the Labourers 
d Journey men, every Gentleman may know, 
Enquiry of the Maſter Workmen he em- 
rs. Nay! this infamous Practice, by long 
ad ſucceſstul Uſe, is become ſo prevailing, 
(ſome of the Journeymen (it 's ſaid) have 
en ſo impudent, that, when the Maſter Plum- 
were in want of Hands (notwithſtanding 
e great Wages offered), they have had the 
rance to demand the Cuttings and Scraps 
Lead as a Perquilite. 
And as to Buyers and Reccivers of Goods in 
Is Kind, it is notorious that there are many 
opkeepers, who, in a clandeſtine Manner, 
thout Scruple, buy all that is brought; and 
kt in ſuch Quantities as to become whole- 
e Dealers, offering to ſerve Plumbers with 
ad and Solder, both in Towa and Country, 
er the real Value. | 
Ine moſt reputable Part of the Maſler 
5 Workmen 
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(244). 
Workmen (particularly the Plumbers) deſi 


a Remedy, and with Reaſon; as thereby HH 
Property of each Maſter, as well as tha W® 
the Gentleman, will be better ſecured, M* 
the preſent great Diſreputation the Plumbꝰ 
Trade in general labours under, will be :MM" 
moved. 
I have been the more particular in this Wl 
well to ſhew the Inveteracy of the Evil, x Ms 
point out to Gentlemen of Fortune, who oi" 
more largely concerned in Building, the RWM® 
pine they are almoſt unavoidably expoſed to, 1 
From the Conſideration of this (ubboilil 
Miſchief, and the various Kinds of Felon 
from Ships and Wharfs, mentioned in the pi 
ceding Information, the Neceſlity and Utili D 
of extending the Law propoſed to the Par 6 
culars of Lead, Iron, Copper, Braſs, Be a 
metal, and Solder, will, I think, be ſufficient , 
evident, . | l 
The late ingenious Mr. Fielding, in his E I 
quiry into the Cauſes and Increaſe of Robben.“ 
&c. printed in the Year 1751. makes the fe a 
lowing Obſervations, which, as they ſcem ail; 
plicable to my preſent Purpoſe, I have he : 
ſubjoined. yi 


Set. V. Of the Puniſhment of Receivers Wh 
Stolen Goods. | the 
le ſays (a), One great Encouragement W® 
© Theft of all Kinds is, the. Eaſe and Safe 
(a) Page 68. | 


'I 


(25) 
with which ſtolen Goods may be diſpoſed 
of,—lt is a very old and vulgar, but a very 
true Saying, that if there were no Receivers 
there would be no Thieves. Indeed, could 
not the Thief find a Market for his Goods, 
there would be an abſolute End of ſeveral 
Kinds of Theft, ſuch as Shop-lifring, Bur- 
gary, Cc. the Objects of which are gene- 
ny Goods, and not Money. Nay, Robberies 
on the Highway would ſo ſeldom anſwer the 
Purpoſe of the Adventurer, that very few 
yould think it worth their while to riſque 
ſo much with ſuch ſmall Expectations; but, 
t preſent, inſtead of meeting with any ſuch 
Diſcouragement, the Thief diſpoſes of his 
boods with almoſt as much Safety as the 
boneſteſt Tradeſman.” | 
forhe afterwards ſays, in Page 69. Among 
lie great Number of Brokers and Pawn- 
drokers, ſeveral-are to be found, who are al- 
Ways ready to receive a Gold Watch at an 
aly Rate, and where no Queſtions are asked, 
dr, at leaſt, where no Anſwer is expected, 
but ſuch as the Thief can very readily make. 
leide the clandeſtine Dealers this Way, 
wo ſatisfy their Conſciences with telling a 
aged Fellow or Wench, that they hope 
ey came honeſtly by Silver, and Gold, and 
diamonds ; there arc others, who ſcorn ſuch 
Miful Subterfuges, who engage openly with 
ac Thieves, and who have Warehouſes filled 
wh lolen Goods only.” 
: * 


—— 


10 
1 


— —— —„— . —— ä́ñæã:— !!! — 
: — F 1 
2 2 5 eee © — = 


(26) 


le further adds in Page 70. What th 
© ſhall we ſay? Is not this Miſchief worthy 
© ſome Remedy? or is it not capable of j 
Ihe noble Duke (i. e. the late Duke of Ric 
mond, one of the worthicſt of Magiſtrate 
as well as of the beſt of Men) thought oth 
* wiſe; as would have appeared, had his val 
able Life, for the Good of Mankind, bet 
< prolonged. Certain it is, that the Lay, 
it now ſtands, is ineffectual to cure the Ex 
And in Page 73. The principal Deſe 
ſeems (ſays he) to lie in the extreme Dit 
* culty of convicting the Offender : For, 1 
© where the Thief can be taken, you arc not 
Liberty to proſecute for the Miſdemeano 
[ And in Page 74. *:2dly, The Thief himſe 
* who mult be convicted before the Acceſſ- 
is to be tried, cannot be a Witneſs.— Wit 
* out ſuch Evidence, it is very difficult to cc 
© vict, of the Knowlege that the Goods we 
* ſtolen ; which, in this Caſe, can appear fre 
| * Circumſtances only: Such arc principal 
| 1 *' iſt, Buying Goods of Value of Perſons ve 
18 unlikely to be the lawful Proprictors. 2d 
Buying them for much leſs than their Vai 
© 3dly, Buying them, or felling them agai 
in a clandeſtine Manner, concealing thet 
c. None of theſe are commonly liable 
be proved: And (ſays he) I have known 
Man acquitted where moſt of theſe Circu 
ſtances have appeared again(t him. Wh 


then is to be done to extirpate this ſtubbo 
2 « Miſchic 
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. 
Miſchief? To prove the pernicious Conſe- 
{quence of which, I need, I think, only ap- 
| peal to the Senſe of Parliament, teſtified in 
ſo many repeated Acts, and very ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed in their Preambles. 


hi He proceeds a little further, and then ſays, 
as it impoſſible to find any Means of regu- 
ve lating Brokers and Pawnbrokers?' Then he 
„ks, © Why ſhould not the receiving ſtolen 
v8 Goods, knowing them to be ſtolen, be made 
cio n original Offence” and obſerves, that by 
Di this means the Thief (who is often a paltry 
198 Offender, in compariſon of the Receiver, 
ot ud ſometimes his Pupil) might, in little Fe- 
0 lonies, be made a Witneſs againſt him; for 
e thus the Trial of the Receiver would in no 
laß Caſe depend on the Trial or Conviction of 
Vic the Thief: And propoſes, that the De— 
cou ftendant (or Buyer) ſhould prove, by a cre- 
Wl dible Witneſs to the Tranſaction, that he 
iro had good Cauſe to regard the Seller or 
pal Pawner of the Goods to be the real Owner,” 

VCO fe concludes this Section with ſaying, If 
2018 tone of theſe Methods be thought poſſible, 
a1 or proper, 1 hope better will be- found out: 
gan something ought to be done to put an End 
(nc to the preſent Practice, of which I ſec daily 
ic ¶ the moſt pernicious Conſequences; many of 
WO we younger Thieves appearing plainly to be 
. uught, encouraged, and employed, by the 


Receivers,” 
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| | Sect. VI. Of Laws relating to Vagabond:, 


q | Having firſt obſerved (5), that * The othe 
| * great Encouragement to Robbery, beſide t 
© certain Means of finding a Market for t 
3 Booty, is the Probability of eſcaping Puni 
. ment: He adds, © That the Robber hat 
great Hopes of being undiſcovered ; and th 
is one principal Reaſon why Robberics at 
more frequent in this Town, and in i 
Neighbourhood, than in the remoter Par 
of the Kingdom.” 


Sea. VIII. Of the Diffeulties attendinf 
Proſecutions. 


* 


% a 


He has the following Words (c), I no ö 
* come to a Fourth Encouragement whi@ 
greatly holds up the Spirits of Robb 
and which they often find to afford no e | 
ceitful Conſolation; and this is drawn fro 

the Remiſſneſs of Proſecutors :* Which i 
then particularly enumerates. 


* 


Sect. IX. Of the Trial and Conviction 


Felons. 


He obſerves (4), That if, notwithſtandit 
© all the Rubs which we have (cen to lie int 
Way, the Iudictment is found, and the Thi 

(5) Page 75. (c) Page 106. (4) Page 111. 
© broug 


( 29+) 

wrought to his Trial, ſtill he hath ſufficient 
Yopes of eſcaping, either from the Caution 
of the Proſecutor's Evidence, or from the 
Hardineſs of his own.“ And then, to the 
nd of this Section, particularly deſcribes, and 
ly reaſons upon, the many Difficulties at- 
ning Convictions. 


